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President’s Message Continued

VAS is a volunteer-membership organization; this means that every one contributes his/her talents to keep things going.  We couldn’t afford to pay any one person for all of the volunteer time that members contribute to VAS.  Your part is so important. So if you are not volunteering or helping with anything in VAS, please tell me why.


Behind-the-scenes. VAS Spring agenda items continue: fundraising, selling Ticket-to Art raffle tickets, the need for members help on committees to examine our budget and work on nominations and serve in leadership.


Grace Rooney has done a lot of work with her team to bring together the Ticket-to-Art Activity. We had a good turn out at the “Tea and See” despite the big rain.  I would estimate 35-40 people.  The artwork was exceptionally beautiful this year. I hope that you signed up to help, gallery sit or help on the day of the Raffle. 


I was talking to Jennifer Crawford, who is a proprietor of the Soundry, another art venue in Vienna. Since Marnie Lawson was teaching a class at the art center I saw the opportunity to give our VAS board a field trip.  So, we held the meeting there on Monday, March 7.  The space at the Soundry lends itself to the freedom to create and not worry about the mess, who will be in the way, or not appreciate. At the same time this is a space that is available for meetings and art events. I would put it on the list of ideas for the “if and when we’ll need to have an alternative”. 


I have written up to 8 letters to lawmakers in regard to funding for the arts in the last 2 months. The over 4000 e-mail letters promoted a passage to this funding.  And It was funded but at a lower level than last year.  This is important to us because our operating support grants are a part of this money.  Gwinn Ward had already put together a great grant proposal to the Virginia Commission for the Arts. I just wanted to make sure that there was money in the coffer before I sent in the grant proposal. Her time and talent is indispensible.  I sent the grant to Richmond on Feb 22nd, a few days early. She is busy planning a stepdaughter’s wedding.


The past months the same members have been here to put the exhibit in place at the Art Center while Teresa was convalescing. Working with Grace Rooney, Rachelle Kaufman, Joan Dimond was a good opportunity to get to know these new members, their tastes, and sensibilities.  


Our VAS scholarship was presented to Bonnie Morgan, a senior at West Potomac High School, by Tamra Ferreira on February 22nd at the awards program. Our committee selected her portfolio to receive our scholarship. Tamra is the Art Supervisor for the Fairfax County Public Schools. I asked 5 other members to do this VAS honor since I had other commitments at that time, none were available and Tamra needed to do the program.  I wrote a formal letter to be sent with a $500 scholarship check. Thank you to all of your who were able to contribute to this VAS mission.


Tara Holtaway has been tending our “Sunshine” committee this year. She is also serving as a corresponding secretary; she has been working with Terry to see that our donors have been recognized.  I am hoping that the section of our newsletter will have the donor list totally restored.  This is still another job that Nan Hornstein covered without a word.  


Thanks again to Nan for covering this newsletter task.  She is interim and has not assumed the editor post.  This job is open.  If you are interested please let Teresa, or Donna know.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday April 9th from 10am-12pm VAS is welcoming a presentation by Susan Webster, who is the Executive Director of the International Association of Pastel Societies.  Free and Open to the public.
 

On Thursday April 7, 10:15 am, the video "A Step-by-step Guide to Acrylic Collage with Merle Rosen" will be shown at the Vienna Art Center. Follow along with the artist as she demonstrates her techniques step by step.   Get behind the scenes insight with one-on-one commentary. It is 73 minutes of premiere art instructions. Free. Her web site is www.merlerosen.com
 ART CENTER
Sunday, March 20th- the special two week showcase at the Art Center with Lisa Neher's
group will be hung- please go by and check out their work!  

Dates to remember- Friday March 25th 4pm-9pm Opening Reception, Sunday March 27th all day demos with the artists, Tuesday March 29th 1pm-3pm Brokers Opening and Friday April 1st 4pm-9pm Closing reception...there is so much that we can support!
April 4th is the next actual show change date for the Art Center, please let Teresa know if you are bringing in some work to display
 

April showers bring..."Seeing Things in Black & White"  ArmandoMeschieri and Teresa Ahmad will be presenting their Pen in Ink Renderings April 4th-April 30th.  Reception will be held Sunday, April 10th 1pm-4pm.
 

Armando Meschieri is a resident of Washington, DC area. Since his childhood he has drawn in black and white (pen & ink) looking for the best way to capture the shadows.  He is primarily a self-taught artist, and created his own style. He states,"For me, the quality of the pictures is in the details. I spend at least three months at my drawing board in order to complete each piece carefully. Working from foreground to background, I have learned to deal with the mistakes that occur when going from color photographs to a black and white drawing, especially when trying to suggest the correct texture, angle and shadows."  Many of his pictures are in private collections of  United States, Italy, Spain, Luxemburg and Argentina. www.mypenart.com
Teresa L.C. Ahmad is the Director of the Vienna Art Center.  Most know her art through her work in acrylics and pastels.  Her passion since as far back as she can remember, however, has been in pen in ink.  Since this is a medium not often seen by her peers because of her work being more commissions and personal drawings of people's homes, she wanted to jump back into her art life after having the newest addition to her family in December 2010.  She thought this was a great way to be reintroduced.  The work on display will be some of her pieces she submitted to become Signature Member with the American Society of Marine Artists.  The show is not limited to marine art- there will be pieces themed and inspired by the Holidays and Vienna.  The original renderings of Vienna sites will be on sale for the first time.

Reminder to VAS Members, since there are two featured artists there are two walls made available to display.  We would also like to invite other pen in ink artists to join this show and new members please take advantage to also introduce yourself to the group.
 May is the Annual Judged Spring Show...we have changed the title to "Spring Splendor."  Please start working on your pieces now as we are trying to find our judge.  If anyone is interested in volunteering their time to helping with this show, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact Teresa Ahmadteresa@tlcillustration.com or Tanya Maddoxtmaddox9@netzero.net
FUNDRAISING IDEAS
Teresa Ahmad has taken the lead for the fundraising committee until someone else can chair the position.  Any ideas you have can be submitted and filtered through her to the Executive Board.
 

WORKSHOPS
 Saturday Cartoon Workshops with Janet Watkins 
April 2, April 16  May 7 and May 21 ($75 each workshop, all materials included) 
Ages 8 – 10, 10 AM – Noon 
Ages 12 – 14, 1:30 - 3:30 PM 
Students learn how to create humorous characters, make storyboards, write dialog for their characters and make professional looking cartoon strips in color. Then, see them displayed on my Web page for their friends to see. 

 

REMINDER (AND ANNOUNCEMENT TO NEW MEMBERS)
 ON-GOING FIGURE STUDIO: MONDAYS 
18+ years of age 
*unless written permission to attend by legal guardian.
4:30pm-6:30pm Monday evenings, 6 sessions for $50 (or $10 per walk-in)  This is not a class but an open studio to "brush-up" your anatomy

 SUMMER ART CAMPS
The camps have been scheduled and will start July 4th and run through August 19th.  We have a variety of mediums, subject matter and instruction throughout the summer, including sculpture, painting, drawing, crafts and jewelry.  If you know of anyone that has children please forward them a flyer or direct them to the web site www.viennaartssociety.org or our Face Book page.  Flyers can be picked up at the Art Center, or Gallery, or emailed by request contact teresa@tlcillustration.com
 

VIVA VIENNA
It was brought up in the last meeting that VAS will participate in some capacity to support the Rotary Club of Vienna, since they also support us each year.  Some ideas that floated around were to charge for a project or face painting, have a booth for sales and/or continue to work with the Freeman House to host a free children's activity.

 

Things to consider- if you charge for anything, you are considered a vendor and VAS will have to rent a booth space as a vendor for Sunday and Monday.  I have learned that booths are sold out along Church Street and there are only a few spots [possibly] on Mill Street.  The rental is approximately $200.  We would need volunteers throughout Sunday and Monday, 8a-7pm, including setting up and tearing down.  In the past when we hosted a tent this was left up to 5 people and it was too much for that group to do by themselves, so there would be a need for no less than 12 people per day, at which people can take breaks and no one is left alone.

 There are groups that do facepainting for free, if we charge then there is more than one conflict of interest.

 

My suggestion is to partner with the Freeman House again this year as stated by Donna at the meeting in my absence.  On Saturday, host a free children's activity tent for up to 4 hours on their lawn (no charge for booth space).  They are already excited to have us back this year if we decide to do this.  We can hand out flyers and brochures.  We can display, but not sell work.  This would be a partnership to support the Rotary, to support Historic Vienna Inc, and promote ourselves at the same time...community outreach is key!  In addition, we can have a lock box(es) on site with a "donation" sign attached...no one would be obligated to give us anything, we are not selling anything, we are strictly asking to support our organization if they want to...Volunteers would be needed to hand out flyers, talk to the public, assist with setting up and tearing down and assist with any projects, which I would assume (and suggest) 8 people would be more than enough, for up to 4 hours on one day.  

 

If you have additional thoughts, or would like to sign up to volunteer, please contact me teresa@tlcillustration.com ~ Teresa Ahmad

 

AROUND TOWN
Carolyn and Stephen Gawarecki are hosting their "Artistic Duo II" at Green Springs Garden March 1st-April 24th...they will host a reception March 27th 1pm-3:30pm on location- Administration Building of the Park Horticultural Center.

 

Dick Neff will have his artwork on display at an exhibit taking place March 1st-March 31st at the US Geological Survey in Reston, VA.  Viewing hours are Mon-Friday 8am-5pm.  There is security to go through entering the building but do not let that deter you in any way- this is a great location and many of our peers have shown here in the past.

CHILDREN'S PRINTMAKING WORKSHOP

 

The Vienna Arts Society is co-sponsoring the annual Children's Printmaking Workshop with Patrick Henry Library on Tuesday, April 12, from 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm.  A dozen members of VAS will work with two or three dozen children ages 7 - 12 as they create mono-prints, relief prints, prints using veggies and fish.Please contact Dore' Skidmore (703-281-1921) if you would like to help out.

VAS GALLERY

"Think Spring" is the VAS Gallery Theme Show that runs until March 26. Janice Burns will be the featured artist from March 27 to May 1.

BE A VAS GALLERY FEATURED ARTIST. Featured artists are entitled to show about 8 paintings in the most prominent area of the Gallery, and VAS will submit your publicity to the local media. To be a featured artist, you must have participated in at least six different VAS Gallery shows during the past 12 months.

SHOW CHANGE, Vienna Arts Society Gallery, 513 Maple Ave., West - 703-319-3220To register, you must be a VAS member and agree to sit at the Gallery. You may enter two paintings/photographs (two dimensional only). Size limitations and VAS exhibiting standards apply. To enter, send your painting/photograph information to Carol Milton (miltons22182@yahoo.com, 703-759-5320). 
Please sign up before Wednesday, March 23. On Sunday, March 27, deliver your paintings to the gallery at 1:30 p.m.Carol Milton is the VAS Gallery Director and Janice Burns is assistant director. Contact Carol or Janice for information regarding the show change, participating, or how you can help. New members are always welcome.
To: Vienna Arts Society, McLean Art Society , Potomac Valley Watercolorists 

From: Margaret Johnson (Vienna Arts Society)


See the American Watercolor Society Show as a group at the Salmagundi


Club, 11th St on Fifth Ave, NYC.  Then you are on your own to enjoy museum 
exhibits, galleries, shows. sightseeing, theaters and NYC restaurants.


Arrival in NYC:  Thursday, April 14, 2011

Departure NYC: Saturday, April 16,2011


Hotel: Helmsley Hotel, 212 East 42th Street,  (212) 490.8900)



The Hotel does not provide a continental breakfast

Trip costs: Two double beds in each room. Double occupancy :$380.


(Single occupancy limited, contact Margaret Johnson for availability)

Baggage: One bag, please

Transportation:  Coach seating reserved to and from NYC determined 




by postmark registration.


DEPARTURE: April 14, 7:00 am  - From the Lewinsville Senior Center,


  1609 Great Falls St., McLean, Va 22101and Manor Rd & Conn. Ave. MD

              Parking at the Senior Center is limited.  Pick up a parking permit 



that morning from the registrar to place inside your vehicle.


    Lunch/snacks: In the event of any delay, please carry water and 



      snacks/lunch with you. There will be one comfort station stop.


RETURN TRIP: April 16, 4:45pm , Saturday, at the Hotel

TRIP REGISTRAR: Margaret Johnson, 10000 Arnon Chapel Rd, Great Falls, Va



22066,  (703) 759.6937  -  mrgrtjohnson@aoi.com

Send check payable to Vienna Arts Society (VAS), $380. with completed 


registration form and signed release for each person.  Registration is first 
come/first serve . Regretfully, no-shows' monies cannot be refunded.

---------------------------------------------------cut-----------







REGISTRATION   2011

Name......................................................Status:  PVW......Vienna.....McLean.....

Address...........................................................................................................

Phone................................................ Cell................................................

Emergency Contact.........................................Phone..................................

My Travel Partner is....................................................................................

Release: I absolve VAS<MCL<PCW and their members from any liability to person 

or property to, during and from NYC, April 2011.

..X...................................................................................(Print name and sign)

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Bin Pieces Only!

Sandy Springs Bank
	04/04/11

04/21/11

03/31/11
	10-1:00pm

10-00am

10-11am


	Teresa Ahmad

G. Mohr-Friedrich

Loy McGaughy

Jim Caldwell
	319-3971

938-5842

758-9566

938-8066

	Sun

Sun

Mon

.

.
	VAS Gallery

Preregister by

03/23/11

Whole Foods Market
Preregister by

04/01/11

L’Image Salon

Preregister by

03//27/11


	03/27/11

04/03/11

03/28/11


	1:30 pm

7:00 a.m.

12-12:30pm


	Carol Milton

Janice Burns

G. Mohr-Friedrich

A.Pearson

Debi ElliottViktoriyaMaslova


	759-5320

281-4870

938-5842

961-9466

319-1420

560-0575
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President’s Report: Donna Grone-  March 2011


	With spring arriving, it is good to be mindful of the time change mid month.  This means that our membership meeting in April will be in the evening, 7:30PM on April 14. Also I will be traveling in April and our VP may have to preside.  We will work out the timing and let you know the details.


	My report is usually an over view of behind-the-scenes in the Vienna Arts Society.  I have tried my best to run a transparent organization so that you all know what is going on.  I have gotten criticism more that once that my report is too long. I know that you all read it in the newsletter. So this time I edited this from the one I presented at the board meeting. 


	Three points, well four…


1. Ticket-to-Art is well underway.  Sell tickets.  Sign–up to help. Grace will have more on that later.  Thanks to her and her team.


2. The Arts Council of Fairfax is meeting next week on March 16.  There are two people going from our group. They are looking to change their governance structure to one of service with no paid memberships. Their hope is that it gives a more even ground to arts groups who use their services. (check their web site)


3. Our Treasury is falling like lead. We have deficit this month of $1927. Does this bother anyone? There are times I lose sleep over this. I do not run my house like this. To my recollection we have we had a loss this year in the neighborhood of $30,000?


There is an item in our Long-Term Plan that our board acted on at their meeting this week. I placed that item in new business. I want each of you to think long and hard about the future of VAS. 


4. Nominations.  I will be concluding my tenure with VAS this spring having given two years to the presidency. I will not be on the ballot. So please come forward to serve, share your suggestions for leadership this next month.  The ballot is announced in May. Elections will be held in June.


	I sent via e-mail an invitation to join me at the Art Center the two afternoons for anyone who would like to come by and chat about things. That was on Tuesday, Mar 15 or Friday, Mar 18. As of this note (Tuesday 3PM) no members came.  I think that I will paint the steps on Friday.


				-continued-

















Calendar





VAS Board Meeting


To Be Announced





Gallery Show Change


March 27





Thursday, APRIL 14, 7:30 PM


VAS Membership meeting





Mondays 4:30-6:30pm


Art Center Life Drawing studio


For info contact Arline


�HYPERLINK "mailto:All4walls@hotmail.com"�All4walls@hotmail.com�





No Sunday Critique 


In April


Contact Bev at 703 938-4250





703 938-4250











Our activities are partially supported by the Virginia Commission for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.	














VASTHANKS THE FOLLOWING DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS IN 2010/2011. WE LOOK FORWARD TO ADDING YOUR NAME!








Friends ($100-$499)








Donors ($500-$999)





Friends ($100-$499)








Friends ($25-$99








Patrons ($1,000+)








Art Center:


115 Pleasant Street


Vienna, VA 22180


Phone 703-319-3971


Hours:


    Tues-Sat 10:00am-4:00pm





VAS Gallery:


Village Green Shopping Ctr


513 Maple Avenue, West


Vienna, VA 22180


Phone: (703) 319-3220


Carol Milton: 703-759-5320and her e-mail is �HYPERLINK "mailto:miltons22182@yahoo.com"�miltons22182@yahoo.com�


Janice Burns: 703-281-4870


 


Website:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.viennaartssociety.org/"�www.ViennaArtsSociety.org�





Contacts:





Membership/Data Collection


Carol Fogelsong


�HYPERLINK "mailto:carolfog@sprynet.com"�carolfog@sprynet.com�





Newsletter: Gwynne Mason


gwynne.mason@gmail.com





Mailing: Jackie Liedl


703-273-1631





Website: Sherry Russo


Sherry Russo







































































“Enriching  our community through the arts.”
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